A Crazy Idea
I had no idea my New Year’s Day would
end with a stranger and her son living in
my basement.
My husband, Tim, and I had awakened
with a rare sense of freedom. Our two- and
four-year-old daughters were, surprisingly,
still asleep. With no work commitments to
fulfill, we were looking forward to a lazy
holiday at home.
Within an hour of waking up, however,
Tim’s expression clued me in to the fact
that our plans had changed. Lips quirked,
brow furrowed, thumbs clicking on his
phone, he paced the confines of our bedroom, stopping periodically to chew on his
thumbnail while he waited for a response.
A mom and her young son needed a
place to stay until a unit opened up in their
new apartment building. They had been
sleeping at our friends’ house, but that was
no longer a feasible option, and they were
looking for an alternative.
Tim looked at me, an unspoken question
in his eyes: Could we be that option?
It wasn’t a new situation for us; we had
hosted a homeless mom and her two
daughters for three months that previous
summer. But since the request came on the
heels of a whirlwind December, I hesitated.
I’m used to girls, I thought. I don’t know if
I can handle a little boy. What if we say yes
and wish we hadn’t?

There was a real chance I would live to
regret my action. But sometimes it’s the
crazy ideas, the ones that open us up to uncertainty, that end up teaching us the most.
The apostle Paul reminds us in Romans
12:2, “Do not conform to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God’s will is–his good,
pleasing and perfect will” (niv). Sometimes
we’re led to take a step of faith that may
look crazy to the world and trust that God
will help us work our way through it.
Are you ready to take your first step of faith
and put your trust in God?
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Equestrians, Floats & Bands—Woo-hoo!
On January 1, 1890, Charles Frederick Holder, president of the elite Valley Hunt Club in
Pasadena, was enjoying the temperate California winter with his group of equestrians as
they celebrated their first Tournament of Roses “to tell the world about our paradise.” The
first “floats”—horse-drawn
carriages—were decorated
with flowers to kick off the
festivities with a parade,
before an afternoon of
lively athletic competition
with chariot races, jousting,
foot races, and tug-of-war.
Three thousand onlookers
witnessed the beginning of
an anticipated New Year’s
parade tradition that marks
its 134th appearance on Monday, January 2, 2023. (The parade has never been held on
Sunday, a rule established at its inception to keep horses that were tied up outside
churches from bolting.)
In 1891, the Monrovia City Band played, premiering the musical element of the event.
Today’s bands march five-and-a-half miles, often choosing songs that underscore the
parade’s theme. Since this year’s theme is “Turning the Corner,” Vista Ridge High School
from Cedar Park, Texas (a first-time invitee), plans to include “Turn, Turn, Turn” in their
repertoire. As Tournament of Roses president Amy Wainscott says, “Turning a corner
means rising above—alone, or with family, friends, and community. This year, as we turn
the corner together, we share in the hope, beauty, and joy of what 2023 will bring.” We
embrace the sentiment.

Treasure in the Mine
You immediately think gold, silver, or
diamonds, right? How about denim,
specifically a pair of nineteenth-century
Levi’s jeans? That was the showstopper at an October auction in
New Mexico with Kyle Haupert and
Zip Stevenson partnering for the
winning bid of $76,000. Discovered
in a mine years ago, the 1880s
button-fly jeans with suspender
buttons on the waistband are
remarkably well preserved, down to
traces of candle wax. The auction
description noted the item as “one
of the oldest Levi’s jeans from the
mining/gold rush era—the holy

grail of vintage denim collecting.” The
miner's pants may be available to a lucky
collector in the future, wearable for
someone who happens to have a 36-inch
waist and 30-inch inseam.

Jumble Crosswords: God’s Children
Complete the crossword puzzle by looking at the clues and unscrambling the answers. When the puzzle is complete, unscramble
the circled letters to solve the Mystery Answer.

There have been plenty of accurate adages about weather based on observations that have
been verified by science. For example, “Doors and drawers stick before a rain.” Simple
reason? Wood expands when the
humidity is high. And high humidity
is a sign of low barometric pressure
portending inclement weather. On
the other hand, “If spiders are many
and spinning their webs, the spell
will soon be very dry.” Even though a
spider’s web looks incredibly thin to
us, it absorbs water, becomes heavy,
and can break. The eight-legged engineers use their spidey-sense and only
construct their masterpieces when
humidity is low.
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Mystery Answer: peacemakers

CLUE: The sons of God will be _________.

Reliable Weather Information

